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I.
The purpose of this study is to set standards for the selection of private organizations
entrusted with the responsibility of acting as national technology qualifications testing
centers. This research effort is made under the necessity of implementing more effective
policies on entrusting the authority of qualification testing to private organizations.
For this purpose, materials concerning accreditation standards, procedures and methods
adopted by nations such as the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia and
international organizations were collected and analyzed to see how and in what scope
authorities authorize private organizations to carry out national qualifications testing.
Expert opinions concerning set standards were also gathered through interviews and
meetings.
The dimensions and standards for such entrustment to private organizations, that are
judged to be suitable as a result of this study, are as follows.
II.
First, the scope of entrustment shall be formulated to minimize possible side effects
occurring as a result of recognizing private organizations as national technology
qualifications testing centers and should not affect the basis or objectives of the national
technical certification system. The close relations between the standards for entrustment
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and its scope shall also be taken into consideration.
Second, considerations shall be given to the need for quality management of the
qualifications testing system. Authorizing multiple organizations for the same kind of
qualifications testing will encourage competition among relevant private organizations.
Third, three sets of standards shall be developed for designation of private
organizations: basic requirements, requirements for their organization and operation, and
the requirement for qualifications testing for specific technical field.
Fourth, standards for selection of a private organization for entrustment shall be equal
to, or higher than, those internationally accepted.
Fifth, a private organization that meets the basic requirements and the requirements for
organization shall only have to meet the specific technical field requirement for
qualifications testing, to be qualified as a private organization for certification in that
field.
III.
1. Scope
First, the scope of entrustment of national technology qualifications testing to private
organizations shall be confined to matters pertaining to the implementation of
qualifications testing and other things such as preparation of examination questions and
evaluation of test scores, issuance of certificates, setting standards for examination and
management of those who have acquired the qualifications, etc. The government shall
remain responsible for the development and provision of standards for qualifications
testing, certification criteria and eligibility of testing etc. in order to maintain a nation
wide consistency.
Second, the standards for entrusted private organizations shall be itemized as 'basic
requirements', 'requirements for organization and operation', and 'specific technical field
requirements for qualifications testing'. 'Basic requirements' refers to the preconditions for
private organizations to be authorized by the government. Requirements for organization
and operation are the standards by which one can determine whether an organization is
capable of conducting qualifications testing . The pertinence of manpower use and
general operation of the organization is also judged by these standards. Requirement for
qualifications testing for a specific technical field is concerns an organization's ability to
carry out the certification for a certain field based on its specialty, pool of specialists,
methods and facilities for qualifications testing.
Third, the standards for entrustment shall be strict enough to comply with relevant
international standards and to meet the "General Requirements for Certification Bodies
Operating Certification of Persons" to be set by the ISO/IEC in the future.
2. Standards for entrustment
2.1 Basic requirements
To acquire national authorization as qualifications testing organization, the applying
private organization should:
- be a corporation or an organization with comparable capacity;
- have a nationwide network of testing centers for operation;
- have financial and administrative autonomy;
- have in effect its own articles of incorporation, operational rules and guidelines
for qualifications testing
- receive accounting and management audit on a regular bisis and publicly disclose
the results;
- have a past record of conducting qualification testing.
2.2 Requirements for organization and operation
Private organizations aspiring to become recognized qualifications testing organization
should meet the following requirements:
- propriety of organization for qualifications testing;
- a system for delivering and provision of information on qualifications testing;
- efficiency in management of personnel;
- capability to properly reflect the opinions of the industry and relevant
organizations;
- efficiency in the system for management of internal quality control;
- an ample pool of outside specialists related to qualifications testing;
- propriety of operation of qualifications testing;
- propriety of record keeping and management of those who have acquired
qualifications;
- delegation of authority.
2.3 Requirements for carrying out certification
To be recognized as qualifications testing center, a private organization needs to satisfy
the following requirements for carrying out certification:
- specialty and representation in a specific technical field;
Possible frequencies of qualifications testing to be carried in a year and number of
applicants that can be handled
- pool of specialists in a specific technical field;
- propriety of tests methods;
- propriety of test facilities and equipment;
- propriety of assessment standards and methods of grading;
- propriety of standards for screening successful applicants;
- propriety of certification fees; and
- proper distinction between certification and education & training operation in
controlling the quality of certification.
IV.
First, efforts should be made for selection and operation of pilot qualification testing
organizations to help qualified private organizations to develop their capacity for
managing national technology qualifications testing.
Second, proper education and training programs for private organizations so designated
shall be provided for enhancement of the quality of relevant personnel.
Third, the government policies concerning quality control shall be directed toward the
management of qualification system.
Fourth, it is necessary to designate organizations responsible for education and training
of those engaged in the field of certification testing, for survey and research for the
selection of private organizations, and for supporting the qualified private organizations.
Finally, active participation in establishment of ISO/IEC 17024 is necessary from the
government ministry responsible for the national technology qualifications system and
institutions specializing in research on qualification system and its operations.
